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Objective Portraits of the Geography, History, and Culture of Six Countries in This Complex Area of

the World Asian and Middle Eastern countries are home to some of the world's richest and most

complex cultures. Yet to the average student, these areas of the world sometimes conjure images of

remote, political hotspots or cultures of religious fanaticism. This unique and timely geography

series offers an objective portrait of south asia, central Asia and the Middle East while tracing each

country's history to the present day. Using maps of the ancient to modern worlds as its foundation,

each book explores pivotal historical moments, encompassing various periods of leadership, the

rise and fall of empires, wars, conquests, and any other dramatic changes that affect each country

and its surrounding environs. Special attention is paid to include facts about modern events such as

the Iran hostage crisis, the Persian Gulf War, and the recent war in Afghanistan. Each book in this

series contains rare maps, vivid photography, extensive captions, and resources that include a

timeline, glossary, suggested reading list, and bibliography. An invaluable resource for young

readers in today's world. For thousands of years, the region occupied today by the nation of Iran

has been an important trade link between the Mesopotamian civilizations and the civilizations of

India and China. With great empires that rivaled the culture of the Greek city-states, the Persian

Empire flourished over the centuries. Through the use of historical and modern maps, young

readers will understand how Arab invaders conquered the land and introduced Islam. With a

thorough overview of Iranian history that includes adiscussion of U.S. involvement in the region, this

book is a selection to which students may continually refer.
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This is a good book for children or beginner students of geography and history. It gives you basic

information about the subject. Overall it is a good buy.

This is one of the series of historical atlases that the Rosen Publishing Group has issued for the

Muslim countries from Saudi Arabia to Pakistan. Written at the high school level, these atlases

provide a good overview of each country, concentrating as much its history as on maps.The only

drawback that I have seen in these atlases so far is that they could do a better job explaining the

geography of each country. For example, the Historical Atlas of Iran states that "Iran's most

dominating features are its two mountain ranges, the Elburz and the Zagros, and its two deserts, the

Dasht-i Kavir and the Dasht-i Lut" but I can't find where these are labeled on any map in the book.

There is a brief discussion about the geography of Iran in the introduction, but in order to really

understand the history of the country I think we need to know more: where are the fertile areas,

where are the concentrations of population, etc.The book covers approximately 3,500 years of

history, ending around 2002. There is a chapter on each major period in Iranian history with

accompanying maps, illustrations, and text boxes on interesting and related topics. This text is clear

and balanced and written at about the high school level.Standard American high school history does

cover ancient Iran (at least it did when I was in high school) but virtually ignores it after the Arab

conquest. The books in this series do a good job of covering the contry's entire history, and are

especially valuable in explaining the country's modern history -- in the case of Iran, around 1800

forward. Whereas chapters on ancient Iranian history may cover thousands of years, one of the

chapters on modern history goes into detail on Iran from around 1950 until the Iranian revolution,

and the final chapter is on the Iranian republic from about 1975 until 2002. The final chapter covers

such events as the hostage crisis, the Iran-Iraq war, the Iran-Contra affair, and the first Persian Gulf

War. It ends with President George W. Bush's including Iran in the "axis of evil" and increasing

tensions between Iran and the United States.Suggestions for further reading are included in the

back of the book, as are related website. The publishing company, perhaps realizing how fast

events are changing in this region, also has Iran related links on its own website.This would be a



good book for any student who is interested in learning about Iran, and especially in understanding

the development of modern Iran and America's relationship to it.
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